
THE LITTLE CRIPPLED CALF

 I travel rural county roads daily in my current line of 
work. Last week as I was driving, I passed a barnyard, 

and as I did so, I saw a strange looking cow. At first, I thought it 
was a cow giving birth. It had several cattle surrounding it, and 
some of the cattle even seemed to be there in support of whatever 
was ailing it, so I dismissed it. I passed by the same place sev-
eral times during the day, going back and forth and seeing pretty 
much the same scene, but the last time I passed by, I noticed that 
what I thought was a cow giving birth was actually a calf with a 
broken hind leg. The leg was angled outward somewhat, which 
made it look very odd, and unlike before, with all of his herd sur-
rounding him, the calf was, in a very peculiar way, standing there 
all alone. Although I could not hear, it seemed to be bellowing 
out for some kind of attention. Not one cow or calf was with it. In 
fact, they were all going about their business eating grass living 
a cow’s life. I could not get that image out of my mind, that poor 
little calf all alone with a broken leg and no one to help or comfort 
it. Life lessons come in various packages. So I asked myself as 
I drove along that old county road, “Is there some sort of lesson 
from this pitiful sight that might help us with the struggles of 
life?” Several things ran through my mind when I thought about 
the predicament of the little calf. One thing that really struck me 
was the abandonment of the little fellow by all the others, which 
led to some thoughts about the apostle Paul. 
 Paul certainly knew about abandonment, “Do thy diligence 
to come shortly unto me: For Demas hath forsaken me, having 

with grief: And we hid as it were our faces from him; He was 
despised, and we esteemed him not.” (Isaiah 53:1–3) Will we 
abandon Christ or follow him? “Then said Jesus unto his disci-
ples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross, and follow me.” (Matthew 16:24)? I am so thankful 
for life’s small lessons!†                   James Cossey
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loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica; Cre-
scens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia. Only Luke is with me. Take 
Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for the 
ministry. And Tychicus have I sent to Ephesus. The cloke that I 
left at Troas with Carpus, when thou comest, bring with thee, 
and the books, but especially the parchments. Alexander the cop-
persmith did me much evil: the Lord reward him according to his 
works: Of whom be thou ware also; for he hath greatly withstood 
our words. At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men 
forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge.” (2 
Timothy 4:9–16) What a pathetic scene! Not one man stood with 
Paul in making his defense for the glorious gospel that had saved 
so many in Ephesus. Demas, at one time, had been in fellowship 
and was close to the apostle Paul, “Luke, the beloved physician, 
and Demas, greet you.” (Colossians 4:14)
“Marcus, Aristarchus, Demas, Lucas, my fellowlabourers.” (Phi-
lemon 24), but now, just like the little calf, he was forsaken by his 
friends and brethren. We are told nothing more about Demas, but 
seemingly he had not only quit Paul but the ministry and Jesus as 
well! Note again the language Paul used to describe him, “...hav-
ing loved this present world,” The word for love here is agape and 
means, “to have a warm regard for and interest in another, cher-
ish, have affection for, love, or to, “have high esteem for or satis-
faction with something, take pleasure in.” (GDAG) Paul desired 
companionship and someone to help carry on with the work, and 
Demas left. Was his desertion because of the persecution and hard 
times that many Christians faced? Some Bible scholars believe 
Demas picked Thessalonica because it was a city of excitement 
and worldly activities. We do not know, and it really does not 
matter. Paul simply says that he deserted him. Paul was not opin-
ing that he was left alone but that someone had left God. He un-
derstood the promise that Jesus would always keep, “But we have 
this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power 
may be of God, and not of us. We are troubled on every side, yet 

not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; Persecuted, 
but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; Always bearing 
about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also 
of Jesus might be made manifest in our body.” (2 Corinthians 
4:7–10) “Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be 
content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee.” (Hebrews 13:5) So in this sense, 
Paul was never alone and neither are faithful Christians today!
 Christ was another one who was no stranger to being 
abandoned. You can read this heart-rending passage of scripture 
and get the image of that little abandoned calf on a hill all alone, 
“Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, 
This is an hard saying; who can hear it? When Jesus knew in 
himself that his disciples murmured at it, he said unto them, Doth 
this offend you? What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend 
up where he was before? It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh 
profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, 
and they are life. But there are some of you that believe not. For 
Jesus knew from the beginning who they were that believed not, 
and who should betray him. And he said, Therefore said I unto 
you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him 
of my Father. From that time many of his disciples went back, 
and walked no more with him. Then said Jesus unto the twelve, 
Will ye also go away? Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to 
whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life. And we 
believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living 
God. Jesus answered them, Have not I chosen you twelve, and 
one of you is a devil?” (John 6:60–70) Before Jesus would finish 
his work on earth, all would forsake him! “Who hath believed our 
report? And to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed? For he 
shall grow up before him as a tender plant, And as a root out of a 
dry ground: He hath no form nor comeliness; And when we shall 
see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. He is de-
spised and rejected of men; A man of sorrows, and acquainted 


